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PETITION HEARING - CABINET MEMBER FOR
COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT

5%

«
TR ORALS .

HILLINGDON

17 March 2026 LONDON

Meeting held at Committee Room 6 - Civic Centre,
High Street, Uxbridge UB8 1UW

Cabinet Member Present:
Councillor Wayne Bridges

Also Present:
Councillor Tony Burles (Ward Councillor for Uxbridge)

LBH Officers Present:
Jordan Groves — Head of Waste and Green Spaces
Anisha Teji — Senior Demaocratic Services Officer

14.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS COMING BEFORE THIS MEETING
(Agenda Item 1)

There were no declarations of interest.

15.

TO CONFIRM THAT THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN
PUBLIC (Agenda Item 2)

It was confirmed that all items would be held in Part I.

16.

TO CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE OFFICERS ON THE FOLLOWING PETITION
RECEIVED (Agenda ltem 3)

17.

REQUEST TO LOCK THE GATES AT FASSNIDGE PARK, UXBRIDGE (ASB)
(Agenda Item 4)

The lead petitioner was in attendance and addressed the Cabinet Member. A detailed
presentation was referenced, during which it was highlighted that quiet enjoyment of
Fassnidge Park had been significantly disrupted by antisocial behaviour. Incident
numbers were considered misleading due to restricted Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)
and noise reporting hours, with many disturbances going unrecorded. A range of
issues had been experienced, including late-night noise, vandalism, criminality, drug
activity, fireworks and sexual activity. Six crimes had been reported in the past year,
including a serious sexual assault, alongside rising crime levels in Uxbridge,
particularly violence against women and girls. Police advice recommending that the
park be locked was referenced and concerns were raised that this guidance may not
have reached the Council. Securing the park was described as a modest and
proportionate cost and the non-locking policy was viewed as unsuitable for an urban
park serving a densely populated area. Proposals for automated locking, raised fencing
and emergency signage were presented, with manual and volunteer-led schemes
suggested as alternatives.




Councillor Tony Burles, Ward Councillor for Uxbridge, spoke in support of the petition
and emphasised the need to prioritise resident safety. The park’s central location was
noted to attract groups late at night and the previous locking arrangement was reported
to have worked effectively for many years.

A written submission from Councillor Farhad Choubedar was received. Support was
expressed for reintroducing nightly gate locking and improving fencing, though it was
acknowledged that such measures would not remove all antisocial behaviour. Support
was also given for lighting, CCTV and increased ASB patrols in partnership with local
police as longer-term and immediate measures.

The Head of Waste and Green Spaces reported that the decision to stop locking park
gates had been made as a cost-saving measure of approximately £35,000. It was
noted that many councils no longer locked parks and had not seen increased ASB as a
result, although park circumstances varied. ASB could be reported at any time, though
responses were limited after hours and the disputed figures in the report reflected the
data available to the service. The options suggested by residents were acknowledged
as those previously examined.

Further petitioners spoke, questioning whether the financial saving justified the impact
on safety, particularly in light of the reported sexual assault. Concerns were raised
regarding limited police availability at weekends, councillor attendance at ward panel
meetings and the long-term decline of the park. The importance of reinstating nightly
locking to preserve the park as a key local asset was emphasised.

The Cabinet Member noted that the data presented in the officer report did not align
with the accounts provided during the meeting and therefore determined that a decision
could not be made until the statistics had been verified. Disappointment was expressed
at the limited police input into the process. Officers were instructed to obtain further
data from the police and to explore the feasibility of a voluntary gate-locking scheme.
The petition and the current council policy were noted. The Cabinet Member confirmed
that a further determination would be made once additional information had been
received and assured attendees that the lead petitioner would be kept updated.

RESOLVED:
That the Cabinet Member for Community & Environment:
1. Noted the petition received requesting that the gates of Fassnidge Park be
locked each evening.
2. Considered the request made by residents.
3. Noted the Council’s current policy position on park locking and the
associated financial/ operational implications.
4. Instructed officers to seek additional data from the police and any
supporting statistics before a full determination could be made.

Reasons for decision

The Petition Hearing provided a valuable opportunity to hear directly from the
petitioners about their concerns and suggestions.

Alternative options considered/ risk management

As detailed in the officers report.




The meeting, which commenced at 19:00, closed at 19:19.

These are the minutes of the above meeting. For more information on any of the
resolutions please contact Anisha Teji - Ateji@Hillingdon.gov.uk on 01895 277655 .
Circulation of these minutes is to Councillors, Officers, the Press and Members of the
Public.




